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hand opens into an octagon vault, under the Emperor's
Palace, and forms a perfect whispering-gallery meant to
be a communication between the offices of both houses.
' Opposite to the door of the communa through which
you enter, is another leading into the Quarto de los leones,
or apartment of the lions, which is an oblong court one
hundred feet in length and fifty in breadth, environed
with a colonnade seven feet broad on the sides and ten
at the end. Two porticos or cabinets, about fifteen feet
square, project into the court at the two extremities,
The square is paved with coloured tiles, the colonnade
with white marble. The walls are covered five feet up
from the ground with blue and yellow tiles, disposed
chequerwise. Above and below is a border of small
escutcheons, enamelled blue and gold, with an Arabic
motto on a bend, signifying, " No conqueror but God."
The columns that support the roof and gallery are of
white marble, very slender and fantastically adorned.
They are nine feet high, including base and capital, and
eight inches and an half diameter. They are very
irregularly placed, sometimes singly, at others in groups
of three, but more frequently two together. The width
of the horse-shoe arches above them is four feet two
inches for the large ones, and three for the smaller. The
ceiling of the portico is finished in a much finer and more
complicated manner than that of the communa, and the
stucco laid on the walls with inimitable delicacy ; in the
ceiling it is frosted and handled with astonishing art,
The capitals are of various designs, though each design
is repeated several times in the circumference of the
court, but not the least attention has been paid to
placing them regularly or opposite to each other. You
will form a much clearer idea of their style, as well as
disposition, from the drawings, than from the most1
elaborate description I can pen, Not the smallest